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Barely twenty-four hours after the polls closed in Kyrgyzstan’s flawed
parliamentary election in October, protesters stormed' and occupied
the White House, the home of Kyrgyzstan's executive and legislative
branches. The people of Kyrgyzstan woke up the next morning to images
of protesters drinking tea in President Soronbai Jeenbekov’s office while
politicians who had just been sprung from prison held rallies on Ala-Too
Square. Overnight, the protesters had managed to fracture Kyrgyzstan’s
political status quo. The next few days would see over a hundred protests
all across the country, as competing politicians, groups, and interests took



to the streets with the goal of influencing Kyrgyzstan’s future, seizing
government buildings to appoint their representatives and seizing assets
owned by foreign investors.

From September to December 2020, protests played a central role in
shaping Kyrgyz politics. While less influential across the rest of the
region, protests have nevertheless served as a crucial outlet for political,
economic, and social dissent. Over this period, the Central Asia Protest
Tracker (CAPT) dataset produced by the Oxus Society for Central Asian
Affairs recorded a total of 596 protests across the region. Of these, 254
occurred in Kazakhstan, 250 in Kyrgyzstan, 72 in Uzbekistan, eight in
Turkmenistan, and just two in Tajikistan. The CAPT database consists of
online published material that is public and identifiable, but not private.
More information on our methodology and coding can be found in our

codebook.?

Issues relating to income, property, and welfare have been the prime
motivators behind dissent, with Covid-19 serving to accelerate these
trends with business closures and growing wage arrears in all economic
sectors. This connection between Covid-19 and economic issues was
especially visible in Kazakhstan, where 15 percent of all protests were
connected to the pandemic. Utilities were another major driver of
protest activity in Central Asia, with 72 protests, 68 of which took place
in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, where people were left without heat as
winter temperatures set in. In Uzbekistan, one-third of protests were
linked to issues of redevelopment and property, as activists continue
fighting attempts to demolish homes and evict residents as the country
goes through a government-backed modernization process. Protests in
Turkmenistan largely revolved around economic issues such as food
security, income, and welfare, in keeping with the broader trends in
the region and the restrictions on political expression in the country.
Justice — in particular, demands for the release of political prisoners —
was another major issue driving protests in Kyrgyzstan. This trend was
also true in Kazakhstan; roughly 14 percent of protests in each country
were connected to the operations of the judicial system. In Kazakhstan,
however, more of these protests were connected to repression and
human rights, and a cluster of protests emerged surrounding the deaths?
of political activist Dulat Aghadil and his son.

Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan experienced a sharp uptick in protest activity as a result of
the October parliamentary elections and subsequent political turmoil.
According to CAPT, 250 protests occurred in Kyrgyzstan between
September 1 and December 31. Protests sparked by widespread
discontent over vote-buying in the October parliamentary election led
to the resignation of President Jeenbekov and the ascendance of Sadyr
Japarov. On October 5, the day after the election, the biggest protest
swept Bishkek’s Ala Too Square, where 8000 people gathered to condemn
the falsified election results. Within just one week of the October 4
parliamentary elections, 110 protests took place across the country. After
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months of intense protest activity, there was even a “protest against
protests™ in December.

Figure 1: Protest by Issue, Kyrgyzstan
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After Japarov became the acting president in mid-October, a new wave
of peaceful, election-related protests in opposition to Japarov and his
proposed constitutional changes began. These protests against the
“Khanstitution,” a term mocking what is perceived to be a consolidation
of power, attracted mainly young, urban liberals, but did not reach beyond
Bishkek. They also remained much smaller and less widespread than the
post-election protests a few weeks earlier, and the movement ultimately
did not achieve its goal of halting the referendum on Kyrgyzstan’s form
of government. The most prominent group involved with these protests
was the Bashtan Bashta movement, which organized weekly marches’ in
Bishkek throughout the fall and winter. Much like Kazakhstan’s Oyan
Qazagstan movement, Bashtan Bashta is a youth-led, pro-democracy
movement that has avoided traditional party-based political engagement
in favor of civil society activism.

The issue of elections dominated the protest landscape in Kyrgyzstan,
accounting for 60 percent of protests (149 events). This four-month
period represents nearly three-quarters of all human rights-related
protests in Kyrgyzstan across the entire CAPT dataset, reaching back to
January 2018. The majority of these protests were connected to rigged
election outcomes, calls for the release of political prisoners, the proposed
amendments to the constitution, and the decision to hold a constitutional
referendum. Protests against the country’s justice system accounted for
14 percent of all protests. Prior to, and in the immediate aftermath of,
parliamentary elections, the majority of demands were related to the
release of political prisoners and complications with the registration
of political parties. In several cases, protesters took the initiative to
release political prisoners by breaking into law enforcement facilities.
On October 6,* while protesters in Bishkek released prisoners who were
arrested in relation to the Koi Tash events in 2019, not far from the
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capital, protesters freed’ the former Prime Minister Sapar Isakov. On the
same day, after a riot'® and subsequent surrender of special forces, former
President Almazbek Atambayev was released from a pre-trial detention
center. In the given period, a dozen protests targeting the justice system
concerned fair trials and the release of Almazbek Atambayev.

The power vacuum created by the parliamentary elections led to a spike
in protests related to the mining industry, which accounts for around
10 percent of GDP and has been the source of ongoing contention with
the local population. Between September and December 2020, protests
targeting extractive industries accounted for 8 percent of all protests. In
the immediate aftermath of the contested October election, companies in
the field of extractive industries came under heavy attack from protesters.
On October 6, there were 10 protests related to extractive industries; three
additional attempted asset seizures took place on October 7. Protesters
seized companies’ offices, looted buildings, and destroyed property. For
instance, the Kyrgyzaltyn gold refinery in Kara Balta'' was seized, and
the company’s office in Bishkek'> was targeted three days in a row by
people trying to take over the firm. Some of the attempted asset seizures
also reflected growing anti-China sentiment, as several Chinese-owned
mines"® were attacked by local residents and Chinese employees were
expelled from a mine in Ishtamberdi.

While more than half of the protests in Kyrgyzstan were related to the
elections, other issues that caused large numbers of protests included
labor (21 cases), income (20 cases,), corruption (17 cases), and land (16
protests). Like in Kazakhstan, income-related protests were due to delayed
payments and the closure of enterprises stemming from the economic
crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. In particular, workers in the
service and mining sectors demanded the opening of markets and mining
enterprises. On September 29,' around 100 restaurant and cafe workers
voiced their concern about 5,000 people who lost their income as a result
of closures.

The post-election chaos in the extractive industries sector also ended up
sparking protests later in the year, as many mines were forced to shut down.
In December, around 200 workers from the Bozymchak mining company
protested in Bishkek", demanding that the mine restart work. Work at
the mine had remained suspended since October 7, and the workers said
that they needed operations to resume in order to earn wages and provide
for their families. The majority of labor-related protests demanded the
resignation of company heads and directors of organizations who were
deemed either corrupt or unresponsive to employees’ hardships.
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Figure 2: Protest by Target Response, Kyrgyzstan
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protest tactics prevailed, with only slightly over 10 percent of all protests
being violent or disruptive.
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Kyrgyzstan’s political system remained relatively tolerant of protests —
the government responded with violence in only 4 percent of incidents
— but Kyrgyzstan also had the lowest rate of constructive response to
protest in the region. In Kyrgyzstan, only 27 percent of protests had a
constructive response, as compared to 46 percent in Kazakhstan and
37 percent in Uzbekistan. Within Kyrgyzstan, the rate of constructive
response dropped to 27 percent from 36 percent (the rate from January
2018 through August 2020). These statistics likely reflect the sheer
volume of protests taking place during the chaotic recent months, as well
as the relative prevalence of political protests with sweeping demands in
Kyrgyzstan, as compared to other, less open Central Asian countries. But
the internal shift in receptiveness to protests also suggests that protest
is becoming a less effective tool of political action in Kyrgyzstan, as the
country grapples with widespread political fatigue and the acceptance of
an increasingly authoritarian regime.

Our regression analysis on the CAPT dataset examined several factors
associated with the government response to protests in Kyrgyzstan.
Holding a protest in Bishkek is associated with a nearly 300 percent
increase in the probability of a violent response and a 83 percent decrease
in the probability of a constructive response. A connection to opposition
groups and using violent protest tactics are both associated with a decrease
in the probability of a constructive response — by 63 percent and 72
percent, respectively — though they do not have a statistically significant
association with the probability of a violent response.

Kazakhstan
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Protest activity in Kazakhstan between September and December of 2020
shows a regime fighting to maintain its legitimacy amid the Covid-19
pandemic, with 80 percent of 254 protests targeting the local and national
governments. Covid-19 became the largest economic shock the country’s
economy has experienced in the last two decades. The conjoined effect of
economic and health crises limits the ability of the government to respond
to either effectively, ultimately undermining its political capital. In July
2020, the World Bank'® projected that the country’s GDP would contract
by 3 percent in 2020 and further exacerbate inequality: the poverty level
may increase from 8.3 percent to 12.7 percent forcing 800,000 more
people into poverty.

The pandemic and its impact on the countrys economy thus have

Figure 3: Protest by Issue, Kazakhstan
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dominated the political landscape in Kazakhstan over the reporting period.
While CAPT registered only 38 protests directly related to restrictions
aimed at stopping the spread of Covid-19, the pandemic’s effect is evident
from other protest activities. Over 80 protests — the highest number
among Central Asian countries — were related to government service
provisions like welfare, Covid-19 relief, and provision of utilities. On
October 6, 2020, over a hundred residents of Saryagash!” protested
against poor infrastructure and the absence of natural gas supply; just a
month later, over a hundred residents of Ust-Kamenogorsk'® demanded
that local authorities fix collapsing infrastructure in town. There is also
an on-going trend of mothers with many children protesting the lack of
social welfare support and demanding the local and national governments
to provide it. On November 23, 2020, about 50 women gathered" outside
of Shymkent’s city administration demanding a meeting with a city mayor
over issues pertaining to households with multiple dependents, including
the quality of government-subsidized housing. These protests constituted
a third of all activity in Kazakhstan and demonstrate the deteriorating
economic conditions in the country.

The effect of the pandemic on the economic conditions is also evident in
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the protests surrounding the issues of livelihood that constituted over a
quarter of all protest activity in Kazakhstan. On December 2, 2020, over
300 workers of the Aktyubinsk Petroleum Machinery Plant protested®
against the planned relocation of their facility; just over a week later,
300 workers of a railroad service company protested in Zhezkazgan*'
demanding pay raise. Another notable trend is the small-scale protest
activities of essential workers. There were multiple rallies organized by
healthcare workers that demanded additional financial support during
the pandemic. For example, on December 24 2020, 30 medical workers
in Almaty* gathered to protest the absence of the pandemic allowances
promised by President Tokayev.

The reported period was also marked by over a 100 protests related to the
country’s democracy and civil rights issues, highlighted by the buildup
for the January 2021 parliamentary elections. On September 13, 2020,
over 200 people gathered® in Almaty to protest the law about peaceful
demonstrations. On December 16, 2020, a large group of protesters
associated with the Oyan Qazaqstan movement and the Democratic Party
of Kazakhstan were surrounded* by police and kept in cold weather for
over three hours as they demanded parliamentary reforms.

Regression analysis indicated that connections to opposition groups
is associated with a 900 percent increase in the probability of a violent
response from the government and a 92 percent decrease in the
probability of a constructive response. Both of the numbers are indicative
of limited space for opposition activities in the country. Additionally,
holding a protest in Nur-Sultan is associated with a 171 percent increase
in the probability of a violent response; using violent protest tactics is
associated with a 413 percent increase in the probability of a violent
response from the government. Interestingly, holding a protest against
the government, local or national, is associated both with a 81 percent
increase in the probability of a violent response and a 77 percent increase
in the probability of a constructive response from the government. This
might suggest that the nature of the response is predicated on central
issues of protests rather than on the degree of anti-government sentiment.

During the reported period, about two-fifths of all protests took place in the
country’s three largest cities, Almaty (45), Nur-Sultan (29), and Shymkent
(26). Despite the growing antagonism between the economically strained
population and the government, the Kazakh regime showed the most
restraint in its response among the five Central Asian governments over
the reported period, with only three percent of protests invoking a violent
response from the government in the form of arrests, intimidation, or
penalties. This is in stark contrast to the period between January 2018
and August 2020, when over a quarter of all protests ended® in arrests or
use of force. Over 90 percent of the government’s response — the highest
share among the Central Asian countries — was constructive or neutral.
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Figure 4: Protest by Target Response, Kazakhstan

Neutral
45%

Constructive
46%

Uzbekistan

Following Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan counts a total of 72
protests from September to December 2020. Around 43 percent of the
protests took place in the capital, Tashkent, with the remainder being
spread out among 28 other regions in Uzbekistan and Andijon having the
highest protest occurrence rate (7 percent) after the capital. According to
the World Bank Listening to Citizens of Uzbekistan study,* the economic
situation in Uzbekistan has taken a major toll since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic. For example, the unemployment rate has risen to
10 percent and, therefore, around 450,000 more people are expected to
fall below the poverty line. Likely as a result of these trends, protests in
Uzbekistan nearly doubled in 2020 when compared to combined 2018 and
2019 data. However, only 3 protests in that period were directly related to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to the CAPT methodology, the top three most recurring
themes for protests in Uzbekistan are development (34 percent), property
(33 percent) and utilities (25 percent).

A lack of a legal definition” of land ownership, chaotic and inconsistent
building construction across the country and the permissiveness of the
authorities in decision-making have led to violations of rights and the
interests of homeowners. Residents of Tashkent tend to protest against
construction of new residential apartment buildings or commercial
buildings due to limited spacing and safety and environmental concerns.
According to CAPT data, protests as such are usually met with no
further action/acknowledgment from construction companies or local
authorities, despite the existence of two protests in which promises were
made, in September, residents of Nurobod demanded the return of the
football field for public use, and in the same month Tashkent residents
claimed illegal raiding and demolishing of private storage rooms.

More than half of the protests in the month of December were caused by
the energy crisis® in Uzbekistan. Unusually severe low winter
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Figure 5: Protest by Issue, Uzbekistan
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temperatures in Uzbekistan showcased the inability of the government to
provide basic necessities such as electricity, gas and heating. On December
27, Muzrabat locals, in which 165 families were left without electricity,
protested by blocking roads and setting tires on fire. Similar protests
also occurred in Andijond, Kokand, Karakul. The government® blamed
minor technical issues for the plants as well as the lack of investment in
the energy sector in the past 30 years.

The largest protest of 2020 took place in October 2020, where around
1,000 protesters stormed the Uzbekistan GLT factory in Guzar after the
4-month delay in payment and lack of access to food. The protest was
quickly de-escalated with detentions by the Uzbekistan National Guard
and State Security forces. Half of the protests targeted local and national
government and 45 percent targeted local non-governmental actors such
as businesses and individuals. Neutral and constructive responses make
up 85 percent, of which 7 cases (8.5 percent) have been violent. As an
example, around 35 Nukus protesters gathering to express frustration
against government repression against political activists have been
detained and penalized. Protests in Uzbekistan are still of rare occurrence,
however, compared to Kyrgyzstan. Most of the gathered data show protest
patterns on a smaller scale, such as dissatisfaction with local government
and businesses

Turkmenistan

Food shortages in state-subsidized stores and paucity of cash across
the country continue to be main reasons behind ongoing protests in
Turkmenistan. In the period between September and December 2020,
out of overall eight protests, two were related to lack of food supplies
and another two to the inaccessibility of cash in banks. Shortage of food
supplies in state stores such as flour, eggs, and cooking oil has been
common since the economic crisis in 2016 brought on by falling gas
prices®*® and a fall in the value of the national currency.’! But in 2020, the
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Covid-19 pandemic has caused the situation to become even more acute.

Last November,* residents of Garagum district protested in front of the
local government office demanding the provision of delaved flour ratios
Figure 6: Protest by Target Response, Uzbekistan
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that constitute 1 kg of flour per person for 1 month. In December 2020,*
the same problem was brought up when about 50 women protested in
front of the local government office in Mary, expressing grievances in
regards to supply of flour and lack of drinking water in rural areas.
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Cash shortages also prevent Turkmenistan’s citizens from accessing food
and other staple goods. In the given period, Turkmenistan’s citizens
protested twice in relation to the unavailability of cash. On September
25,* around 300 residents of Balkanabat gathered in front of the regional
prosecutor’s office after another failed attempt to withdraw cash from
a bank. While the protest in Balkanabat had a successful outcome and
protesters were able to access cash, it is a unitary case against the backdrop
of the pervasive problem of cash shortage since 2019. Already by July 2019,
Turkmenistan’s citizens were experiencing delays in pensions and other
state benefits.*® Although the government respondent constructively in
seven out of the eight cases, overall the authorities have not taken actions
to address the underlying causes of the protests.

Conclusion

While the turbulence of the last few months in Central Asia has died
down with elections in both Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in January,
the struggles faced by many people in Central Asia remain. The new
executive in Kyrgyzstan and the new legislature in Kazakhstan still face
the economic challenges of the pandemic, scrutiny from international
observers regarding their treatment of protesters, and shortages of
necessities. Meanwhile, continued protestactivity sparked by development
projects in Uzbekistan signals that the tensions surrounding the state’s
modernization push are unlikely to dissipate. Likewise, in Turkmenistan,
the government’s inattention to the root economic causes of discontent
suggests that similar protests may recur in the future.

% THE 0XUS SOCIETY

0*&50 FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

10



While state responses to protests across the region remain largely neutral
or constructive, there are indications that this trend may not hold. Police
in Kazakhstan just days ago* kettled a small group of peaceful protesters
in Almaty. Incidents of kettling are becoming increasingly common after
the January 10 elections in Kazakhstan, which potentially signals the
adoption of new tactics by Kazakhstani police. The transition to a purely
presidential system in Kyrgyzstan may also impact the ability of protesters
to gather peacefully, or itself draw protests should the new regime fail to
live up to its promises. As such, it remains vital to continue monitoring
protests in Central Asia.

&3 THE 0XUS SOCIETY

‘*60 FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

11



Endnotes

1 “Benblit JoM 3aXBaYeH MUTMHTYIOLIMMY MOCIE IPOTECTOB U
cronkHoBeHMit ¢ mummnueit. Kak ato 6su10 [The White House Was Seized

by Protesters after Protests and Clashes with Police. How It Was],” October 5,
2020, https://kloop.kg/blog/2020/10/05/live-miting-nesoglasnyh-s-itogami-
vyborov-v-parlament/

2 “Central Asia Protest Tracker Codebook,” https://oxussociety.org/viz/
protest-tracker/data/ CAPT%20Code%20Book.pdf

3 “Teenage Son Of Late Kazakh Rights Activist Stabbed To Death,”
November 11, 2020, https://www.rferl.org/a/teenage-son-of-late-kazakh-
rights-activist-stabbed-to-death/30942067.html

4 “Hamnomagu «Ana-Too» coGpanoch HeCKOIBKO THICSY 4eNoBek [Several
Thousand People Gathered on Ala-Too Square],” October 5, 2020, https://rus.
azattyk.org/a/30875893.html

5  “B Bumkeke npowy Mapii MpOTUB HACKIVUS M MUTUHT IPOTUB
mutnHTOB [A March against Violence and a Protest against Protests Were Held
in Bishkek],” December 12, 2020, https://24 kg/obschestvo/176522_vbishkeke_
proshli_marsh_protiv_nasiliya_imiting_protiv_mitingov/

6  “«Her Xaucturyuun». B bumikeke mpoitfeT MUpHbI MapIl IPOTHB
[ONPABOK B OCHOBHO 3akoH crpabl [ No Khanstitution.” A Peaceful March
against Changes to the Fundamental Law of the Country Will Be Held in
Bishkek],” November 18, 2020, https://kloop.kg/blog/2020/11/18/net-
hanstitutsii-v-bishkeke-projdet-mirnyj-marsh-protiv-popravok-v-osnovnoj-
zakon-strany/

7 “B Bumkeke mnpores BOCbMOJ BOCKPECHBIN MapIl 32 3aKOHHOCTD 1
npotus nsmenenns Koucrnrynun [Eighth Sunday March for Lawfulness and
against Changing the Constitution Was Held in Bishkek],” December 27, 2020,
https://kloop.kg/blog/2020/12/27/v-bishkeke-proshel-vosmoj-voskresnyj-
marsh-za-zakonnost-i-protiv-izmeneniya-konstitutsii/

8 “U3 CU30-1 orycTi 06BMHsIEMBIX 110 feny o coberTusx B Koit-
Tame [Defendents in the Case of the Events in Koi-Tash Released from
Pre-Trial Detention Center 1],” October 5, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9WHZ2wEv2Ws&feature=emb_title

9 “Kyrgyz Protesters Release Former Prime Minister from Penal Colony,”
October 5, 2020, https://tass.com/world/1208935

10 “Becniopsinku B bumkexe. V3 CYI30 I'KHE ocBo6oxen Anmasbex
Aramb6aes [Riots in Bishkek. Almazbek Atambaev Released from GKNB Pre-
Trial Detention Center],” October 6, 2020, https://24.kg/obschestvo/167741_
besporyadki_vbishkeke_izsizo_gknb_osvobojden_almazbek_atambaev/

11 “B Kapa-Bante saxparmnu adpduuaxusni sasop [In Kara-Balta a
Refinery Was Seized],” October 6, 2020, https://24.kg/proisshestvija/167941_
vkara-balte_zahvatili_affinajnyiy_zavod/

12 “CamonasHavener; Anmas Tymanos nsitaercs 3axsatuts OAO
‘Keiprosanteie’ [Self-Appointed Almaz Tumanov Tries to Seize OJSC
‘Kyrgyzaltyn’],” October 7, 2020, https://kaktus.media/doc/422873_
samonaznachenec_almaz_tymanov_pytaetsia_zahvatit_oao_kyrgyzaltyn.html
13 “3axBayeHBI 30I0TOPYAHBIE MeCcTOPOXAeHus Kbipreiscrana, rae
6sutn MHOCTpaHHbIE MHBeCcTOPH [Kyrgyzstan's Gold Mines, Where There
Were Foreign Investors, Were Seized],” October 6, 2020, https://kaktus.media/
doc/422768_zahvacheny_zolotorydnye_mestorojdeniia_kyrgyzstana_gde_byli_
inostrannye_investory_spisok.html

&% THE 0XUS SOCIETY

(1;\;) FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

12



14 “Cemsu ronogaror. OKOIO COTHM PaGOTHMKOB PECTOPAHOB BBHIIIIIN

na mutuHT [Familes are Starving. About a Hundred Restaurent Workers
Protested],” September 29, 2020, https://24.kg/obschestvo/166797_semi_
golodayut_okolo_sotni_rabotnikov_restoranov_vyishli_namiting/

15 “Bosme Jloma IpaBUTEIbCTBA MUTHHIYIOT COTPYAHMUKI MECTOPOXKEHS
Boseimuak, [Workers of the Bozymchak Mine Protested Near the House of
Government],” December 11, 2020 https://24 kg/obschestvo/176329_vozle_
doma_pravitelstva_mitinguyut_sotrudniki_mestorojdeniya_bozyimchak/

16 “Navigating the Crisis: Kazakhstan Economic Update,” Summer 2020,
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/155811595364689964/pdf/
Kazakhstan-Economic-Update-Navigating-the-Crisis.pdf

17 “Capbraram Hapoy HegososeH akumoM [ The People of Saryagash are
Dissatisfied with the Akim],” October 6, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fOU5ION1aSM&ab_channel=LIFEKZ

18 “YKonaplH MYHBIH )KOKTaFaH ©CKEMEHIIKTep OMUITIKTIH KypFaK
yazecine ToiabIK e oThIp [Residents of Ust-Kamenogorsk Mourn the

Loss of the Road and Say They Are Fed Up with the Empty Promises of the
Authorities],” November 9, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffidjo3d
zGQ&list=PLn20yECVOtB-0WbCn7BOXFTe3xFpEXG3N&index=7&ab_chan
nel=%D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B1%D1%8E%
D1%80%D0%BE31

19 “«Ilycts BoigeT akuM!» Yero Tpe6yroT MHOTO/JETHBIE MATEPH

B [IeimkenTe? [‘Let the Akim Leave!” What do the Mothers of Many

Children in Shymkent Demand?],” November 23, 2020, https://rus.
azattyq.org/a/shymkent-akimat-mothers-demand-to-solve-social-
problems-23112020/30964702.html

20 “Axrebene MyHail )kaOIBIKTapHI 3ayBITHIHBIH 300-T€ )KYyBIK
JKYMBICIIIBICHI TaH aTail HapasbUIbIKKA MIBIKTHI [In Aktobe, About 300
Workers at an Oil Refinery Went on Strike in the Early Hours of the
Morning],” December 2, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iw1s1nK5
qsE&list=PLn20yECVOtB_ZuU8bWCMzRS4XyncbK5qU&index=6&ab_chan
nel=%D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B1%D1%8E%
D1%80%D0%BE31

21 “Ilpotect B JKe3kasrane: paboune TpeOYIOT MOBBIIEHNS 3aPIUIAT
[Protest in Zhezkazgan: Workers Demands Higher Wages],” December

11, 2020, https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-zhezkazgan-workers-
protest-12112020/30996065.html

22 “MenuKy aMaTHHCKOM OOIBHUIEL TIOTPEOOBAIN «KKOPOHABUPYCHBIX>
Haz6aBok [Doctors at an Almaty Hospital Demanded ‘Coronavirus’
Allowances],” December 24, 2020, https://rus.azattyq.org/a/31017479.html

23 “«Toxkaes, ycnsims ronoca 100 Teicsg genosek!» Kak npomen nepssii
paspelleHHbI I MUTYHT [IOC/Ie BCTYIUIEHYSI B CHITY 3aKOHA O MUPHBIX COOPaHMSX
[‘Tokaev, Hear the Voices of 100 Thousand People!” How the First Authorized
Protest after the Law on Peaceful Gatherings Entered into Force Went],”
September 13, 2020, https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-almaty-rally-
reportage-2020-09-13/30836203.html

24 “ro nponcxopwio Ha muomanyu B Anmater? [What Happened on the
Square in Almaty?],” December 16, 2020, https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-
december-16-protest/31004164.html

25 “Mapping Patterns of Dissent in Eurasia: Introducing the Central Asia
Protest Tracker,” September 28, 2020, https://oxussociety.org/mapping-

&% THE 0XUS SOCIETY

(1;\;) FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

13



patterns-of-dissent-in-eurasia-introducing-the-central-asia-protest-tracker/

26 “BB — o BoccTaHOBIEeHMY 9KOHOMMKM Ttocie kpusuca COVID-19
[World Bank — On Economcic Recovery after the the COVID-19 Crisis],” June
29, 2020, https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2020/06/29/economy/

27  “Cxonbko MOxHO: [IpaBa M MHTepeCH KMIbLOB B 30He u3bsiTus [How
Much Is Allowed: The Rights and Interests of Residents in the Exclusion
Zone],” November 20, 2020, https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2020/11/20/interview/
28 “V36exncran: mopyu MepsHyT, u ropsuarcs [Uzbekistan: People are
Freezing, and Angry],” January 21, 2021, https://russian.eurasianet.org/%D1%8
3%D0%B7%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0
%BD-%D0%BB%D1%8E%D0%B4%D0%B8-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B
7%D0%BD%D1%83%D1%82-%D0%B8-%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%8F%D
19%87%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%81%D1%8F

29  “DHepreTmMuecKuit KpU3nC B Y30eKyCTaHe: TePIEHNE Ha UCXOfe

[The Energy Crisis in Uzbekistan: Patience is Running Out],” January 12,

2021, https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2021/01/12/energeticheskiy-krizis-v-
uzbekistane-terpenie-na-ishode

30  “Turkmen Inaction Worsening Food Crisis Amid Pandemic,

Rights Groups Warn,” September 23, 2020, https://www.rferl.org/a/
turkmen-inaction-worsening-food-crisis-amid-pandemic-rights-groups-
warn-/30853670.html

31 “Understanding Turkmenistan’s Food Shortages,” December 13, 2018,
https://thediplomat.com/2018/12/understanding-turkmenistans-food-
shortages/

32 “JKurenn Mapsl 06paTHIuCh B pallOHHYIO afMUHUCTPALNIO TPeOys
BBIJIaTh IPOJIOBONBCTBeH BN maek [Residents of Mary Turned to the Regional
Administration, Demanding It Issue Food Rations],” November 10, 2020,
https://rus.azathabar.com/a/30940827.html

33 “Oxorno 50 XeHIMH YCTPOMIN CTUXUITHYIO aKI[MIO IPOTECTA BO3JIE
xaknmmka 8 Mapst [About 50 Women Staged a Spontaneous Protest Near the
Governor’s Office in Mary],” December 22, 2020, https://turkmen.news/lenta/
mary-women-protest/

34 “300 xureneit Bankanabaga npuiwm B IPOKYpPaTypy # JOOMINCH
BBIIauM HeHer B 6ankoMaTax [ 300 Residents of Balkanabad Came to the
Prosecutor’s Office and Obtained Money from ATMs],” October 6, 2020,
https://turkmen.news/news/300-zhitelej-balkanabada-prishli-v-prokuraturu-i-
dobilis-vydachi-deneg-v-bankomatah/

35 “Pensions and Benefits Delayed as Cash Shortage Bites in
Turkmenistan,” July 19, 2019, https://en.turkmen.news/news/pensions-and-
benefits-delayed-as-cash-shortage-bites-in-turkmenistan/

36 “Kazakh Police Kettle’ Freezing Protesters For Nine Hours, Blasting
‘Blizzard’ Song,” January 21, 2021, https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakh-police-
kettle-freezing-protesters-for-nine-hours-blasting-blizzard-song/31062068.
html

c?*?\ THE 0XUS SOCIETY

oé 5~ FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS 14

<



AUTHORS

Raushan Zhandayeva is a Research
Assistant at the Oxus Society for Central
Asian Affairs and a Ph.D. student of
Political Science at George Washington
University. She worked at the USA
Pavilion at EXPO 2017 in Kazakhstan,
an international exhibition aimed at
promoting green energy. Raushan also
worked with Habitat for Humanity to
promote more inclusive construction
and housing markets low low-income
households in Mexico and India.
She was a recipient of a Donald and

Sher Khashimov is a Researcher at the
Oxus Society for Central Asian Affairs.
He holds a master’s in public affairs
from Indiana University and a BA in

~ Linguistics from Russian-Tajik Slavonic
- University in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
. Before moving to the U.S., Sher
- implemented U.S. Government-funded

development programs on the ground
in Tajikistan for six years, as well as
monitored and reported on political
and socio-economic developments in
the country.

Marilyn Keough Fellowship, graduating with a Master of Global Affairs from
the University of Notre Dame. During her graduate studies, she interned with
the International Tax and Investment Center’s Energy, Growth, and Security
Program, where she lead research on the program’s quarterly report: Post-COVID
19: Building Resilience in Central Asia.

Natalie Simpson is a Research Assistant
at the Oxus Society for Central Asian
Affairs. She is an undergraduate student
at Yale University studying history
and international relations, and she

- previously worked as an intern for

the Foreign Policy Research Institute’s
Eurasia Program. Her research interests
include security, disinformation, and
social movements in Eurasia.

70 THE 0XUS SOCIETY

/7 FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

15



AUTHORS

Samuel Elzinga is a Research Assistant
at the Oxus Society for Central Asian
Affairs. He is a senior at Utah Valley
University majoring in  Political
Science, Russian Studies, and National
Security Studies, where he currently
works as a program and research
assistant. Samuel’s research interests
include interdisciplinary approaches to
terrorism and security management in
Eurasia.

&3 THE 0XUS SOCIETY

"*60 FOR CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

16



